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The Original Luxury Fashion Wear

1. Who and What

Monsoon Royale is the first fashion
brand in the history to fusion
eastern heritage fashion fabrics into
making western luxury wears.
Namely age old Bengal Iluxury
fabrics. We research, design and
create high end women wear for the
western clientele (primarily North
America & Europe) catering to their
unique taste and fashion needs. We
are reintroducing thousand year old
luxury fashion wears specific to
Bangladesh; Muslin and Jamdani

among others to the western world.

Only this time the original luxury fabrics are twined in western shapes; truly a history in

the making.

2. Born Out of and
Sustained Through
Continuous Innovation

We are an organization born out of
innovation to fusion eastern heritage
fabric into creating ultra luxury
women clothing for the western
world. We are truly creating history to
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merge east with the west as it comes to crafting fashion clothing. It is our core belief and
practice to keep innovating everyday to advance the brand forward. We have a strong
research, design and marketing team who are experts in both eastern and western
fashion acumen. We have strong linkage with academia and believe in research, data
as well as imagination to create works of arts. Our team travels across Bangladesh as
well USA regularly to source the best fabrics and develop ideas to craft luxury wears.

3. Elevating Style with Bangladeshi Heritage Threads

Monsoon Royale is an organization where elegance meets heritage in the realm of
luxury women's clothing. Monsoon Royale is a majority woman owned fashion brand
specializing in high end western woman dresses. We take immense pride in introducing
ourselves dedicated to crafting exquisite and sophisticated luxury western attire that
showcases the rich legacy of heritage hand woven fabric of Bangladesh.

4. The Origin & Official UNESCO Recognition

The story begins thousands of years back. The eastern; namely Bangladeshi weavers
created magic with their hands and
produced the finest fabric of the world
called Muslin. The trend followed and
eventually gave birth to greater intricate
and complex fabrics like Jamdani, Hand
Embroidery (Kantha Stitch) as well as
pure Natural Silk. Both Muslin and
Jamdani were perfected by Bangladeshi
weavers and the fabrics spread all over
the world. The roman royalties adopted
the fabrics and used it as the ultimate
luxury wear. The fabrics were the
ultimate choice of royalties all over the
world that also dominated Europe including Victorian England. Accordingly
Bangladesh’s Jamdani weaving has been recognized to be included in the list of
Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity.
(https://ich.unesco.org/en/decisions/8.COM/8.4).
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5. Original Luxury Reintroduced

To re introduce the ancient royal luxury to the western world Monsoon Royale was
established in 2021 by a group of fashion enthusiast dreamers. Innovators who dared to
dream of crafting unique, high-end luxury items that effortlessly blend the opulence of
heritage of Bangladesh with contemporary popular western designs. The team
researched and experimented for more than two years and perfected the craft. Finally in
2023 the team introduced first ever fusion luxury fashion wears for the western market.
Monsoon Royale is an enterprise where products are a testament to the magic of
heritage, handicrafts, sustainability, and eco-friendliness. The team comprise of
academicians, fashion researchers, women entrepreneurs dreaming of creating history
in the fashion world.

6. Sustainable Fashion

Apart from the fact that we craft fashion wears from fabrics that have been of royalty in
the eastern world for thousands of years most of the fabrics we use are natural fabrics.
One of the primary goals of the venture is to start a trend in the high end fashion world
towards reducing carbon footprint. Another very significant goal of the venture is to
improve the lives of the generational artisan weavers of Bangladesh who are hand
producing these heritage fabrics for thousands of years. Empowerment of women
artisans is also a natural outcome of
this venture.

7. Celebrating Weaving
and Weavers

Our mission at Monsoon Royale is
an anthem of empowerment and
revival, resonating through the
looms of Bangladesh. We embrace
the weavers, their stories, and their
skill, endeavoring to restore their
prestige. Through fair trade and
sustainability, we compose a ballad
that rekindles the honor of their
craft. We strive to bring traditional
Bengali hand woven fabrics back to
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the people, not just as textiles, but as an inheritance of history, a token of the royal
heritage.

8. Hand Crafted & Tailored: Not Manufactured

All our dresses are individually tailored by a team of researchers, designers, weavers
and tailors. Every single dress is handmade and unique pieces of arts. The luxury and
high end signature also comes from the fact that none of our dresses come through any
assembly lines. Weavers and tailors work for weeks and even months to weave and
fuse fabrics in one dress. Every dress is made in small artisanal workshops. We also
team up with generational weavers from across the country to tailor-made the heritage
fabrics to fuse those into our dresses.

9. Owning the Value Chain

To ensure the ultimate client experience we have established two separate legal entities
in Bangladesh and USA. The goal is to have absolute control over the entire value chain
of designing, sourcing, weaving, tailoring, logistics as well as marketing and sales. This
way we have eliminated any dependency over any third parties. In turn this will ensure
we always deliver the best products to our valued international clientele seamlessly.

10. Our Promise

Imagine the soft caress of hand woven muslin
against your skin, the intricate dance of
Jamdani motifs whispering tales of forgotten
dynasties, the luxurious drape of pure silk
woven with ancestral wisdom. This is the
magic Monsoon Royale conjures, weaving a
tapestry of elegance where heritage meets
high fashion.

At Monsoon Royale, we understand that
clothing is not just a mere ensemble; it's an
expression of one's individuality and a
celebration of cultural heritage. Our focus is
on curating a collection of high-end western
women's clothing that seamlessly blends modern aesthetics with the time-honored
craftsmanship of Bangladesh. We take the finest eco-friendly fabrics — muslin, Jamdani,
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silk — and elevate them to the realm of haute couture. Each garment is a masterpiece,
made with hand-woven fabrics made by skilled artisans using techniques passed down
through generations.

11. End Products: Western Luxury Wears with Eastern
Heritage Fabrics

At Monsoon Royale, we proudly hold the distinction
of being the trailblazers in a realm untouched by
others — the first to seamlessly blend Eastern
heritage fabrics into Western-style dresses for high-
end luxury women's wear. Our commitment to
innovation has rendered us unparallel in the fashion
landscape, as we pioneer a concept yet to be
explored by any other in the world. With no
competitors in sight, we are proud to offer an
exclusive collection where every dress is the only
one of its kind, a testament to our dedication to
unmatched elegance and individuality.

12. Limited Edition Wears

Monsoon Royale takes pride in the art of rarity and individuality. We believe in crafting
fashion that transcends mass production,
producing only a limited number of each dress to
ensure exclusivity. Collaborating closely with
skilled weavers, we elevate our creations by
having them meticulously craft fabric in unique
designs and limited quantities. This deliberate
approach not only results in garments that are
wearable works of art but also pays homage to the
craftsmanship of our weavers. By keeping our
production intentionally scarce, we offer our
clientele a distinctive and unparalleled experience,
inviting them to embrace the beauty of one-of-a-
kind pieces that resonate with the essence of true
craftsmanship and refined taste.
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13. Rooted in Tradition: Bounded by Imagination

Our garments tell a story of tradition and artistry, each piece meticulously crafted to
reflect the cultural richness and diversity of Bangladesh. We believe in the power of

I\
-

each creation not only adorns you with elegance but also contributes to the preservation
of traditional craftsmanship.

14. Boundary less Fashion
Canvass

In the realm of our vision, Monsoon
Royale stands as a canvas, painting
the convergence of tradition and
innovation. We envision a world where
weavers are revered as artists, where
the hum of their looms and the nobility
of these fabrics echo across borders,
and where our creations bear the
signature of ethical craftsmanship.

fashion to transcend boundaries and
create a connection between the wearer
and the artisan. By incorporating these
heritage fabrics into our designs, we aim to
provide our customers with a unique and
authentic experience that goes beyond
mere clothing.

Monsoon Royale is more than just a brand;
it's a celebration of the cultural tapestry
that weaves through the heart of
Bangladesh. Our dedication to quality
extends beyond the final product; it
encompasses the entire journey from the
loom to your wardrobe. We are committed
to sustainable practices, ensuring that
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15. Founders

Fariha Jaigirdar
CEO

Fariha is a visionary woman entrepreneur with a dream to weave the rich heritage of

Bangladesh into the international tapestry of high-end, elegant women's clothing. She

has dared to chase her dreams from the corporate world to the realms of high fashion.

Born in the cultural tapestry of Bangladesh and now settled in the

USA, Fariha brings with her the essence of two worlds,

blending heritage with modernity. Formerly

navigating the intricate world of banking & finance,

Fariha decided to chart a new course, fueled by

her enduring passion for the fashion industry.

With a vision to showcase the richness of

handmade heritage fabrics from Bangladesh on

the international stage, she aspires to create a

line of high-end, elegant women's clothing that

transcends borders. Fariha's journey embodies

. { & the spirit of ambition, courage, and cultural fusion.

PN Her dream is to introduce the world to the

unparalleled beauty of handmade heritage fabrics from

Bangladesh, such as Jamdani and Muslin, through a line of

exquisite and sophisticated women's apparel. She is also the owner of another Brand in

Bangladesh named Purnota Shilposhala where she promotes local handmade clothing

and crafts of Bangladesh. Fariha envisions her brand not just as a reflection of style but

as a bridge connecting cultures, celebrating craftsmanship, and offering a glimpse into

the artistic legacy of her homeland. With determination, a keen eye for design, and a

commitment to bringing sustainable and ethical practices to the forefront, Fariha is
poised to make a mark in the international fashion scene.

Nusra Jahan Nipa
Director, Fashion Research & Design

Nusrat Jahan Nipa is a beacon of resilience and passion in the world of fashion. Born
and raised in a middle-class and conservative family, Nusrat always harbored a deep
passion for fashion. She spent her childhood sketching designs, collecting fabric
samples, and secretly flipping through fashion magazines that she managed to acquire.
Once met with resistance from her family for pursuing her dream of becoming a fashion
designer, she defied the odds and left her home to embark on a journey toward her true
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in international journals.

commitment to the transformative power of fashion.

calling. She did her Bachelor's in Fashion Designing
from Bangladesh and master’s in Fashion Theory &
Practice from Sei-Tech University of China. She
is now PhD fellow of Zhejiang Sei-tech
University in China where she is doing
research on Socio economic Analysis of Asian
Handloom Artists. She has many publications

Currently serving as faculty at a prestigious
fashion design university in Bangladesh,
Nusrat has a long experience in fashion
industry. Her journey from an aspirant fashion
designer to a respected educator and researcher
reflects not only her personal triumph but also her

Having cultivated a highly refined sense of fashion during her academic pursuits and
travels, Nusrat now stands as a testament to the idea that passion and dedication can
shape one's destiny. Her story inspires aspiring designers and individuals with dreams
that seemingly defy convention, proving that with determination and an unwavering

commitment to one's craft, one can indeed turn dreams into reality.

Mohammad Saif Noman Khan
Chairman & Strategic Advisor

Mr. Mohammad Saif Noman Khan is an academician,
strategy consultant, corporate trainer and serial
entrepreneur. A tenured faculty member at 3
Institute of Business Administration (IBA), et Y . 2 Vet
University of Dhaka (the number 1 business < B TR o o
school in Bangladesh) he teaches in the :
Executive MBA, MBA, and BBA programs. He
is also leading the executive education
programs at IBA specially in the areas of
Communication and Strategy. Internationally
educated he holds an MBA from Schulich . o k .
School of Business, York University, Canada. b \,
Being an International Strategy Consultant, e : :
Strategy & Innovation Expert; Mr. Noman has
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undertaken numerous strategy and business consultancy projects both in the public as
well as private sector at home and abroad. He headed consultancy projects with The
World Bank and The United Nations. He has provided strategy consulting services to
numerous leading local & multinational business organizations. Mr. Noman is by far the
only expert in Bangladesh now in the areas of Complexity Strategy & Design Thinking.
He is a preferred consultant both for The World Bank and UN for SME capacity
development in Bangladesh. His corporate training modules also includes advanced
level leadership development, business strategy, sales & innovation. So far almost all
the Large Local Corporates and Multi National Organizations in Bangladesh has availed
his services to develop the capacity of their respective business managers & leaders. In
recent times both the World Bank and ITC; United Nations selected him for capacity
development of Women Owned Businesses in Bangladesh and internationally. He has
worked with more than 300 WOBSs so far since 2020. Mr. Saif is the founding chairman
of three different organizations. He pioneered global standard corporate training and
strategy consulting through his organizations Sapien Strategy Consulitng & Research
Itd. In Bangladesh. In recent times he ventured into EdTech and Fashion retailing. He
founded English & Global Study Base Camp, Purnota Shilpashala (A 100% handmade
women wear & accessories business) as well as Monsoon Royale Bangladesh and
Monsoon Royale, LLC USA venturing into global luxury fashion clothing industry.

16. Brand Culture

Monsoon Royale is not just a brand; it's a celebration of a distinctive culture that
encompasses values of empowerment, sustainability, and a profound appreciation for
the rich heritage of Bangladesh. As a woman-owned enterprise, we are rooted in the
belief that fashion should empower both the wearer and the artisans behind the
creation. Our brand culture is a fusion of elegance and responsibility, symbolized by our
commitment to crafting high-end women's western clothing from the exquisite
handmade heritage fabrics of Bangladesh, including Jamdani and Muslin.

Empowerment through Elegance

Monsoon Royale stands for the empowerment of women—those who wear our
creations and those who bring them to life. Each garment tells a story of strength, grace,
and individuality, fostering a sense of confidence and empowerment.

Heritage Reverence

Our brand culture pays homage to the rich cultural heritage of Bangladesh. By
incorporating traditional handmade fabrics like Jamdani and Muslin, we aim to preserve
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and showcase the intricate artistry of local craftsmen, celebrating the legacy of
Bangladeshi textiles.

Sustainable Elegance

At the heart of Monsoon Royale is a commitment to sustainability. We believe in fashion
that leaves a positive impact on both the planet and its people. Our eco-friendly
practices extend from fabric sourcing to production, ensuring that each creation is a
step towards a greener and more ethical fashion industry.

Fair Trade Advocacy

We are vocal advocates for fair trade, ensuring that every person involved in the
creation of Monsoon Royale garments receives fair compensation and works in ethical
conditions. By supporting fair trade, we contribute to the well-being of the artisans and
their communities.

Transparency and Accountability

Monsoon Royale is committed to transparency in our processes. We invite our
customers to understand the journey of their garments, from the heritage looms of
Bangladesh to their wardrobe. Accountability is the cornerstone of our brand culture.
Community Engagement

Our brand extends beyond fashion—it's a community that values inclusivity and
engagement. Through collaborations, events, and initiatives, we foster a sense of

community that goes beyond the transaction, creating a space for individuals who share
our passion for elegance, heritage, and sustainability.
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17. Story of Our Royalty Fabrics

17.1 Jamdani

At the heart of our collection lies the revered Jamdani fabric, a handwoven marvel that
has graced the royal courts of Bengal for centuries. Originating from Bangladesh,
Jamdani is more than just a textile; it is a living art form. Jamdani, often referred to as
the "woven air" or the "queen of fabrics," boasts a rich history that spans centuries and
is deeply rooted in the cultural heritage of Bengal, particularly Bangladesh and parts of
India. This exquisite handwoven textile holds a special place in the world of
craftsmanship and is celebrated for its intricate patterns, delicate texture, and timeless
elegance.

Origins and Early Development

The origins of Jamdani can be traced back to the
Mughal era in the 17th century. It is believed that the
technique of weaving Jamdani was brought to
Dhaka, the capital of present-day Bangladesh, by
Persian artisans. Over time, local weavers embraced
and refined the craft, giving rise to the distinct style
that we recognize today.

The Royal Connection:
Jamdani quickly gained favor among the Mughal

aristocracy and royal families. Its fine quality and
intricate designs made it a coveted fabric for royal
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garments, including saris and other regal attire. The art of Jamdani weaving flourished
in the royal courts, where master weavers worked on creating pieces fit for kings and
queens.

The Weaving Process

What sets Jamdani apart is the
intricate hand weaving process. .
Weavers use a non-mechanized
loom to create the fabric,
meticulously intertwining cotton
or silk threads to produce
delicate floral and geometric
patterns. The complexity of the weaving process
contributes to the sheer beauty and uniqueness of each
Jamdani piece.

Economic Impact and Empowerment

The Jamdani industry has
played a crucial role in the
. economic empowerment of
“ local communities. It provides
livelihoods for skilled artisans,
particularly women who have
& been instrumental in
5 preserving and passing down
'\ the art of Jamdani weaving
' through generations.

Cultural Significance

Beyond its association with royalty, Jamdani became an . ‘
integral part of Bengali cultural identity. The fabric was woven =
for various traditional ceremonies, including weddings andr.er”
religious festivals. Its usage extended beyond clothing to, ~':
include ornate textiles for home decor and religious, *
ceremonies. e S
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UNESCO Recognition

In 2013, the traditional art of Jamdani weaving was inscribed on the UNESCO
Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity. This recognition
highlighted the significance of Jamdani as a cultural treasure and emphasized the need
to safeguard the skills and knowledge associated with its production

Exclusivity Redefined

Our commitment to exclusivity is reflected in every thread of the Jamdani Collection.
Each garment is a testament to the laborious process of handweaving, resulting in
intricate patterns that are as unique as the artisans who craft them. The collection
boasts a range of silhouettes—from flowing dresses to tailored separates—designed to
enhance the grace and individuality of the modern woman.

Heritage Meets Modernity

We understand the importance of
blending heritage with contemporary
aesthetics. The Jamdani Collection
seamlessly marries tradition  with
modern sensibilities, creating clothing
that is not only a reflection of timeless & 3 f
elegance but also a statement of 2 - S "—;{2,;
individual style. The lightweight and té’) =
breathable nature of Jamdani make these pieces versatile, ensuring comfort without
compromising on sophistication.

Crafting Sustainability

Monsoon Royale is committed to sustainable and ethical practices. Our use of Jamdani
goes beyond its aesthetic appeal; it represents our dedication to preserving traditional
craftsmanship and supporting local artisans. By choosing our Jamdani Collection, you
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not only adorn yourself in elegance but also contribute to the sustainability of age-old

weaving traditions.

Unveil the Timeless

Step into a world where every garment narrates a story of heritage, where threads
weave tales of craftsmanship and culture. Monsoon Royale's Jamdani Collection is an
invitation to embrace the allure of tradition without compromising on modern style. Each
piece is a celebration of the timeless beauty that is inherent in the artistry of Jamdani.

17.2 Muslin

Exploring the Timeless Tapestry: The Rich History of Muslin Fabric

Welcome to the world of Monsoon
Royale, where we embark on a journey
through the elegant and rich history of
Muslin fabric, a textile treasure that has
woven its way through the cultural
tapestry of the ages. Muslin, often
referred to as the "wonder fabric," has a
legacy steeped in  luxury and
craftsmanship, with roots tracing back to
the ancient civilizations along the banks
of the Ganges.

-~
[
(i

Imagine wearing a dress people cannot see. It can leave you wondering, “What even is
the purpose of wearing such a dress?”. Such was the case in Europe in the early 18th
century. An international scandal was created, that accused a certain social class of
roaming naked in the public. The cloth was practically such a delicate, thin, and
transparent masterpiece it would be called “Baft Hawa” or “Woven Air”. As the name
suggests, it felt as if the air was woven instead of threads in a cloth. It was the most
valuable fabric in the entire world just two centuries ago, famously known as the Dhaka

Muslin.
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Origins of Opulence

Muslin's story begins in the Indian
subcontinent, where it was first cultivated
in the ancient city of Dhaka, now in
Bangladesh. Known for its incredibly
fine weave and lightweight texture,
Muslin swiftly became a symbol of
opulence, sought after by royalty
and elite circles across the globe.
Mughal emperors wore dresses
made of Dhaka muslin, and this
became another crucial signifier of its
quality

The Fabric of Royalty

Muslin started its journey more than about 400 years ago. Muslin
manufactured from ancient Bengal (Bangladesh as well as the
Western Bengal of India) got spread and exported at a large scale
to China, America, Netherlands, Germany, Egypt, ltaly, the
markets of several countries of Europe and so on. The Romans
prized muslin highly, using bullion and gold coins to buy the
material from Deccan and South India. They introduced muslin
into Europe, and eventually, it became very popular. The
lightweight and sheerness of the cloth have been mentioned in
various ancient writings. Roman wives simply fell in love with
muslin cloths. Muslin was also a prized material in ancient Egypt
and Babylon. It is even said that the Egyptian royals, mummified within the ending
period of the Royal families, around 1462 BC was found covered with muslin and
colored in indigo from Bengal.

The stories of Muslin in the Indian subcontinent are interesting. One story describes that
Zeb-un-Nissa, daughter of Emperor Aurangzeb, got highly scolded by her father for
coming to the courtroom “almost naked” even after being clad with seven layers of
muslin. Another story about Mal-Mal Khash, another type of muslin, talks about a
weaver who wove a thin piece of muslin for Nawab Alivardi Khan. It was so thin that
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after washing and letting it dry on the grass, it was not identifiable and eventually fed to
a cow with the grass. Alivardi Khan later sent away the weaver away from the city.

From source to seekers

Muslin, the royal fabric woven of air, had its origin in Dhaka. The reason being that the
cotton plant “Phuti Carpus” from which the fabric is produced, is grown only in the
southern area of Dhaka. However, Bangladesh lost this special plant to weave the fine
fabric. To rejuvenate this finest handspun fabric, Bangladesh went on a quest to bring
back the Muslin after scrupulously searching for the possibly extinct Phuti carpus cotton.
From Kolkata to London, after being shown hundreds of imported pieces of Mughal era
Muslins, the plant was discovered in the riverside town of Kapasia, north of the capital.
Currently the plant is being produced in experimental farms with an aim to scale up
yields and production and plants are to be grown in Gazipur.

Weaving Artistry

Weaving Muslin cloths was very difficult
particularly due to the delicate structure of the
threads. The cloth had to be handwoven, while
the thread was unusually thin and produced
through hand-spinning yarns. Yet, the quality
of the fabric seems quite unachievable even
when using modern-day machinery. Thread
count is the number of threads per square inch
of fabric. In today’s standard, a thread count of u
200 to 400 is considered for softand comfortable clothes. Luxury sheets that are
considered really high quality have a thread count between 600-800. Comparing these
with the rumored 2425 thread count in Muslin, an idea
about the quality of Muslin can be acquired. The cloth
was incredibly light, transparent, and thin. For instance,
one square yard of Muslin cloth would weigh only
eleven grams. A popular statement about Muslin is that
it was fabric so thin that it could pass through the
aperture of a finger ring. The thin structure of the
clothing also made it highly transparent. Nearly
everything under the Muslin clothes could be seen from
outside as if the person were not wearing anything.
Hence, the cloth was used as a luxury item, not for
meeting the need of covering one’s body.
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Muslin in the Western World

The Romans highly valued muslin and used gold and silver coins to purchase it from
South India and the Deccan. Muslin was brought to Europe by the Romans, where it
quickly became popular. The people of that time preferred and were familiar with a wide
variety of Dhaka Muslins. However, some poets honored and gave specific hames to
some of the best works. ‘Baft-hawa’ was one of the names of the finest Dhaka Muslin,
meaning weaved air. High-end muslins were thought to be as delicate and light as the
breeze. Travelers once said that it was possible to pull this flexible fabric through a
ring's center. Additionally, travelers to these parts claimed that a Dhaka Muslin that was
60 feet (18 meters) long could fit inside a pocket box. This provides insight into the
fabric's delicate nature and corroborates to the stories we heard.

As Muslin made its way to the Western world, it continued to captivate hearts with its
luxurious appeal. Monsoon Royale is on a mission to bridge cultures, seamlessly
blending the heritage of Muslin with Western styles. Our goal is to introduce this ancient
fabric to the modern woman's wardrobe, infusing it with a touch of timeless grace and
sophistication.

A Fusion of Heritage and Modernity

At Monsoon Royale, we celebrate the union of
heritage and modernity. Our collection of Western
women's clothing is designed to showcase the
unparalleled elegance of Muslin, bringing forth a
harmonious blend that transcends cultural
boundaries. Each piece tells a story of tradition
meeting contemporary style, creating a wardrobe that
is both classic and cutting-edge.

Redefining Elegance

Join us as we redefine elegance with Muslin, where the soft whispers of history meet
the bold instatements of modern fashion. Monsoon Royale is more than a brand; it's a
celebration of cultural fusion, a tribute to the timeless allure of Muslin, and an invitation
to adorn yourself in the sophistication of a fabric that has graced queens and captivated
civilizations.
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17.3 The Elegance Unveiled: A Tale of Bangladeshi Silk

In the heart of Bangladesh, a timeless tradition weaves its own narrative through the
delicate threads of history—the story of Bangladeshi silk. This exquisite fabric, with
roots reaching into antiquity, emerges as a
testament to craftsmanship, culture, and the
sheer poetry of textile artistry.

Origins

The story begins with the sericulture ballet, a
dance between the lush mulberry trees and the
industrious silkworm, Bombyx mori. Nestled in
the embrace of Bangladesh's benevolent climate,

. this age-old practice birthed the foundation of a
silk Iegacy Mulberry silk, the jewel in the tapestry of Bangladeshi textiles, found its
haven in the fertile lands of a country deeply in love with its artistic heritage.

The Making Process

1. Collecting leaves at silkworm farm 2. Taking care of silkworms

Each thread of
Bangladeshi silk tells a
story of dedication and
finesse. From the
cocoon, meticulously
harvested, emerges
the raw silk, patiently

waiting to be
transformed. The
hands of skilled
artisans delicately spin
these threads into
narratives of intricate
patterns and designs.
The traditional
handloom, a vessel of

centuries-old wisdom,
transforms raw silk into a canvas of elegance.
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Production of silk is an extremely challenging procedure. The larva of the flightless silk
moth, the silkworm, which consumes only fresh mulberry leaves, produces silk. In the
end, silkworms wrap themselves in cocoons, from which they emerge as silk moths.
Silk moths use the paper card method to lay their
eggs on carefully prepared paper. The larva
1. Heating the cocoon (caterpillar) emerges after hatching. Mulberry

How Is Silk Fabric Made?

Once the silkworm cocoons are harvested, they are

ot e leaves harvested from mulberry trees are fed to

N el e cocoon the larva. The larva is fed sensitive mulberry

Ve L e UL leaves during the first stage. The larva is fed
et | mulberry leaves in their second stage, which are
ﬁ\" T obtained from the middle of the trees and are
g more mature than delicate leaves. The larva is

v st fed mulberry leaves from the bottom center
el section of the mulberry trees during its third

A s oo stage. In the fourth stage, the larva is fed more
-ﬁ" developed mulberry leaves that are harvested

more uniform

from the plants' lower branches. The silkworms
ST R Oy cease eating leaves after 3.5-4 days, and their
] skin changes color from white to yellowish. They

saving v also stop secreting saliva, which is made of
%ZL‘Z&ZT‘;ZZ‘??LZ.‘?W““"'"‘““’"‘e”‘” protein. Two glands inside the silkworm house
the liquid silk. It emanates from these glands in
two channels and travels to the spinneret, the
silkworm's head's common exit canal. To loosen the sericin binding the silk threads
together into a cocoon shape, harvested cocoons are immersed in boiling water. After
that, the fibers are unwound to create a continuous thread. Three to ten strands of silk
are spun together to create a single thread since a single thread is too tiny and delicate

for commercial use.

Softness and Rich Texture

Bangladeshi silk, akin to a gentle caress, is renowned for its unparalleled softness. The
fine threads, a gift from nature's loom, create a fabric that is not merely worn but
experienced. The natural luminosity of silk adds a sublime sheen, elevating its texture to
a realm of opulence. Each fold, a testament to the artistry encapsulated within, tells a
story of comfort entwined with sophistication.
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Famous in the Western World

Beyond the borders of Bangladesh, the allure of
its silkk has woven its way into the fabric of the
Western world's fashion consciousness. The
global stage stands witness to the rise of
Bangladeshi silk as a symbol of quality
craftsmanship and cultural richness.

In the Western hemisphere, where discerning
tastes meet a craving for authenticity,
Bangladeshi silk has found its resonance. The
intricate designs, often imbued with cultural
significance, tell tales of a heritage that
transcends borders. Softness and comfort,
woven into every fiber, find favor among those who seek garments that embody both
luxury and consciousness.

As the fashion industry pivots toward sustainable and handcrafted elegance,
Bangladeshi silk emerges as a star in the constellation of coveted textiles. Its story, from
the loom to the runway, is one of cultural pride and global appreciation, a melody of
threads that echoes through time.

In the elegance of Bangladeshi silk, there is a symphony of heritage, craftsmanship, and
sheer beauty—a melody that continues to captivate hearts, stitch by intricate stitch,
across continents and generations.

17.4 Embroidering Heritage: The Timeless Artistry of Bangladeshi Katha
Stitch

In the heart of Bengal, where traditions
are etched in every thread, the art of
Katha stitch unfolds like a tapestry of
stories. This embroidery technique,
steeped in a rich history, breathes life
into fabrics, weaving tales of resilience,
creativity, and cultural pride.
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Rich History

The roots of Katha stitch delve into the ancient annals of
Bengal. Originating as a thrifty practice of repurposing
old garments into quilts, Katha stitch evolved into a form
of expressive embroidery. It became a language through
which women stitched narratives onto fabric, creating
visual poetry that spoke of tradition and identity.

Today, Katha stitch is not confined to the rural hearths
but has found its place in the contemporary realm of art

as well as those in villages,
continue the legacy,
adapting and innovating with
the changing times. Katha stitch has become a symbol of cultural continuity and a
bridge between heritage and modernity.

Beauty and Critical Weaving Process

The beauty of Katha stitch lies in its simplicity, a
deceptive elegance that belies the complexity of its
creation. The artisans use a running stitch to craft
patterns that depict nature, mythology, or geometric
designs. It's a meticulous process, a dance of
needle and thread, where each stitch is a deliberate
stroke in the canvas of creativity.

Bangladeshi Katha Stitch's Uniqueness
What sets Bangladeshi Katha stitch apart is its unique amalgamation of traditional

motifs and vibrant color palettes. The artisans infuse a distinctive essence into their
creations, telling stories with every stitch. The cultural richness of Bangladesh is
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intricately woven into the very fabric of Katha stitch, making each piece a visual ode to
the country's heritage.

Famous in the Western World

The allure of Bangladeshi Katha stitch extends far beyond the borders of Bengal, finding
a special place in the hearts of Western connoisseurs. Several factors contribute to its
popularity:

1. Cultural Authenticity: Western consumers appreciate the authenticity that Katha
stitch carries. Each piece tells a story, and the cultural resonance appeals to
those seeking a connection to traditions beyond their own.

2. Artisanal Craftsmanship: In an age where mass production prevails, Katha stitch
stands as a testament to the value of handcrafted artistry. Each piece is a labor
of love, a testament to the skill and dedication of the artisan.

3. Sustainable Fashion: As the world embraces sustainable practices, Katha stitch
shines as a beacon of eco-conscious elegance. Often applied to upcycled
fabrics, it aligns seamlessly with the ethos of environmentally conscious
consumers.

Fitting into Luxury Western Women's Dresses

In the realm of luxury fashion, Katha stitch %8 -
transcends its traditional boundaries to grace |3
the silhouettes of Western dresses. Its
intricate  patterns and vibrant hues
seamlessly integrate into high-end fashion,
elevating it to wearable art. Whether
adorning a dress, a jacket, or an accessory,
Katha stitch lends an element of cultural
richness and artisanal finesse—a symphony
of tradition in a modern key.

In the delicate dance of needle and thread,
Bangladeshi Katha stitch emerges not
merely as an embellishment but as a
storyteller, whispering tales of heritage and creativity to a global audience appreciating
the artistry within every stitch.
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